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Women Make
History:
Stories we should
have learned in
school
“Fundamentally, I muse, people
are all the same. My mother’s race is
as prejudiced as my father’s. Only
when the whole world becomes as
one family, will human beings be able
to see clearly and hear distinctly.”
Leaves from the Mental Portfolio
of an Eurasian, by Sui Sin Far

Note: With the Supreme Court’s June 24 ruling overturning Roe v. Wade I’ve been
grappling with how best to articulate my thoughts without adding to the emotional frenzy.

I’ve turned to historians, legal scholars, and journalists who have researched original
source materials and documented the facts. Scroll down to the bottom for a short list of
articles I recommend and arm yourself with the facts.

Sui Sin Far ––

水仙花

More than 100 years before literary giants Amy Tan and Celeste Ng brought the Asian
American experience to life, Sui Sin Far was a prolific author of fiction for both children
and adults. She was also a travel writer, essayist, and among the first journalists to
document the harsh realities facing Chinese immigrants in North America in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries.
Born in England in 1865, Sui Sin Far was christened Edith Maude Eaton. Her mother was
a Chinese immigrant. Her father was British. Following Eaton’s birth, the family moved to
the U.S., and later settled in Montreal, Canada.
As the eldest of 14 children, Eaton was forced to leave school and take odd jobs to help
support her family. Yet, even as a child, she loved to write. At 18, Eaton became a
typesetter for the Montreal Star and within a few years, she began publishing anonymous
articles for the paper about the life and issues facing the local Chinese community. These
pieces often included stories of daily life such as the foods people ate and what people did
for entertainment.
Eaton also had a gift for writing short stories and poetry. At age 23 and for the next several
years, she published pieces in Montreal's Dominion Illustrated magazine. To supplement
her income, Eaton took jobs as a stenographer and legal secretary. In 1891, she accepted
a position as a journalist for the daily paper, Gall's News Letter, in Kingston, Jamaica.
Although Eaton could pass as white and lived in an era when Chinese immigration was
banned in the U.S., she embraced her cultural identity. In 1896, she adopted the Chinese
pen name, Sui Sin Far, which translates as water lily or narcissus in Cantonese. After
returning to the U.S. from Jamaica, she traveled throughout North America. She lived in
San Francisco, Los Angeles, and Seattle before moving to Boston in 1910.
During this last phase of her life, Far published several works in rapid succession
including: Leaves from the Mental Portfolio of an Eurasian (1909), In the Land of the Free
(1909), The Inferior Woman (1910), Her Chinese Husband (1910), and A White Woman
Who Married a Chinaman (1910). Her themes of struggle for cultural acceptance draw on
her own observations and personal experiences of racism. Ten years before her birth, in
1855, Eaton’s mother escaped slavery as a tightrope dancer in a European acrobatic
show. Later, Eaton’s father earned money smuggling Chinese immigrants into the U.S.
from Canada.
Far’s stories for children reflect both the beauty and the conflict of growing up between
cultures. Her most famous collection of short stories, Mrs. Spring Fragrance, was
published in 1912. As in her other works, she writes about being a Chinese immigrant in a
white man’s world, and she undermines stereotypes by creating a wide range of male and
female characters.
Before she died in 1914 at the age of 49, Far returned
to Montreal where she is buried at Mount Royal
Cemetery. She never married.
Although her legacy has been largely overlooked, in the
1990s scholars began to bring Sui Sin Far’s work to

light. Annette White-Parks authored Sui Sin Far/ Edith
Maude Eaton: A Literary Biography, and Mary
Chapman wrote Becoming Sui Sin Far: Early Fiction,
Journalism, and Travel Writing.
“Far’s themes of “immigration and exclusion, cultural
identity and mixture, and the relationship between
America and China…continue to echo and evolve into
our own moment, making Far’s works as contemporary
and crucial as any in American literary history,”
according to an American Writers’ Museum blog post
by journalist Ben Railton.

Bring it Home: Conversation Starters
Ask a friend: In an era when Chinese immigration was banned in the U.S., Sui Sin
Far chose to embrace her heritage. Would you have had similar courage and strength?

Ask yourself: What are critical moments when you've embraced your own identity in
the face of hostility? What were the outcomes?

Facts and History about Roe v. Wade and the Supreme Court's
Recent Decision:
A few articles I recommend:
Abortion and birth control restrictions curtail women's citizenship, by Dr. Anya
Jabour, The Washington Post.
Roe v. Wade and Feminism: The Limits of Public Memory, by Dr. Lauren MacIvor
Thompson, Law and History Review.
What Does the End of Roe Mean? Key Questions and Answers, by Claire Caine
Miller and Margot Sanger-Katz, The New York Times.
Abortion Rights Activists Have Been Doing It Wrong for 50 Years, by Andrea
Askowitz, NBC News.

Sharon Spaulding is a feminist historian and researcher
specializing in the life and times of Mary Ware Dennett
(1872-1947). The curator of Dennett's family archives,
Spaulding is writing a book about Dennett. In 2020, Time
magazine included Dennett as one of the most important
women in American history.
Spaulding received a grant from Radcliffe College’s
Schlesinger Library to support her work. Her journalism
has appeared in Ms.Magazine, Smithsonian, New
Hampshire Magazine, BOLD, and others. She lives near
Salt Lake City with her husband and two dogs.

Sharon is available to speak about Dennett and the
forgotten stories of other remarkable women, as well
as the history of the suffrage and reproductive rights
movements of the early 20th century. Contact her at:
Sharon@SharonSpaulding.com.

Help reclaim the lives of remarkable women.
Share this newsletter and encourage others to subscribe.
Follow me on social media. www.SharonSpaulding.com

Sharon Spaulding | 40 Wanderwood Way, Sandy, UT 84092
Unsubscribe sharon@sharonspaulding.com
Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice
Sent by sharon@sharonspaulding.com powered by

Try email marketing for free today!

