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discoveries of two male colleagues. In 1957, the two
men were awarded the Nobel Prize. Wu’s contribution was not acknowledged.
Undaunted, Wu continued her groundbreaking
studies and in 1964 she became the first woman to
receive the Cyrus B. Comstock Award in Physics. In
1975, she won the National Medal of Science. Three
years later, she became the first recipient of the
prestigious Wolf Prize.
Throughout her career, Wu encouraged women
to pursue opportunities in science and technology
while allso speaking openly about the sexism and
racism she had encountered. She retired in 1981,
but continued her efforts to bring more women into the field. She died in 1997. A U.S.
commemorative stamp in her honor was issued in February 2021.

Bring it Home: Conversation Starters
Chien-Shiung Wu left her family, friends, and her country to pursue her dreams. She
battled gender and racial discrimination throughout her life, but always with both honesty and humor.
Ask Yourself: Would you be willing to do the same to pursue your dreams?
Ask a Friend: What is the greatest sacrifice you’ve made to follow your heart?

Sharon Spaulding discovered the hidden story of Mary Ware
Dennett, suffragist, sex-ed and reproductive rights activist, after
she married Dennett’s greatgrandson. Last year, Time magazine
included Dennett as one of the most important women in
American history.
Sharon has spent ten years researching first-wave feminism, the
battle for reproductive rights, and Mary’s life in the context of
politics and social mores from 1914–1947. She received a grant
from Radcliffe College’s Schlesinger Library to support her
research and the creation of a manuscript. Her journalism has
appeared in BOLD and Utah Stories. She lives near Salt Lake City with her family and
dog, Gus.
Sharon is available to speak on the forgotten stories of remarkable women and the
history of the suffrage and reproductive rights movements in the early 20th century.
Contact her at: Sharon@SharonSpaulding.com.
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