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In time, their work yielded results. Shortly after publication in 2005, two other important scientists (who would later help to found Moderna and Pfizer’s partner, BioNTech,)
recognized the far-reaching implications of Karikó’s and Weissman’s work. A founder of
Moderna, Dr. Derrick Rossi, believes that Karikó and Weissman deserve the Nobel Prize
in chemistry. “If anyone asks me whom to vote for...I would put them front and center,” he
said. Their “fundamental discovery is going to go into medicines that help the world.”
Karikó is now a senior vice president at BioNTech, in charge of overseeing its mNRA
program. She received the vaccine in December. In a press release issued by the same
university that had dismissed her work, Karikó said, “I feel humbled, and happy,” “I am
more a basic scientist, but I always wanted to do something to help patients.”
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Many of us cheered and even cried as Senator
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Kamala Harris became the first woman – and first
person of color – sworn in as Vice President of the
United States. But this remarkable moment yielded to even greater inspiration when
twenty-two-year-old Amanda Gorman delivered her poem, The Hill We Climb.

Composed for the Inauguration, two weeks earlier Gorman was worried about her
ability to forge a sense of hope and common ground through her poem. When the
Jan. 6 attack on the Capital occurred with the violence it unfurled and the deep
chasm it revealed, Gorman marshalled her creative strength. She worked through
the night to finish.
Referring to the challenge she had set for herself, in a recent article by Alexandra
Alter, Gorman said, “…I’m not going to in any way gloss over what we’ve seen over
the past few weeks and, dare I say, the past few years. But what I really aspire to do
in the poem is to be able to use my words to envision a way in which our country can
still come together and can still heal,” she said. “It’s doing that in a way that is not
erasing or neglecting the harsh truths I think America needs to reconcile with.”

Even at her young age, Gorman is a woman of firsts. The youngest poet ever to deliver an inaugural poem, the Los Angeles native became the first National Youth Poet
Laureate at seventeen. Her comments then were prescient.
“For me, being able to stand on a stage as a spoken word poet, as someone who
overcame a speech impediment, as the descendant of slaves who would have been
prosecuted for reading and writing, I think it really symbolizes how, by pursuing a
passion and never giving up, you can go as far as your wildest dreams.”
If Gorman’s dreams come true, her presence at the 2021 inauguration is a harbinger
of things to come. In a 2017 interview she said: “This is a long, long, faraway goal,
but [in] 2036 I am running for office to be president of the United States. So you can
put that in your iCloud calendar.”
It’s marked!
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signed or written, she wrapped her hand around his and scrawled words with a pen."
President Wilson died in 1924, but the First Lady lived to ride in President Kennedy’s
inaugural parade. She died in 1961.
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First Lady Edith Wilson became the legendary "secret president." What super powers
have you felt compelled to keep secret? Are you ready to own them?
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Sharon is available to speak on the forgotten stories of remarkable women and the
history of the suffrage and reproductive rights movements in the early 20th century.
Contact her at: Sharon@SharonSpaulding.com.
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